
Video Transcript: Understanding Text Complexity, A Brief Introduction 

Welcome to this web tutorial on text complexity, one of the Common Core’s instructional shifts 

for ELA teachers. This video includes a brief introduction to the concept of text complexity and 

some of the major components of the concept from the Common Core. After viewing this video, 

you can test your understanding and view examples by visiting other pages.  

The Common Core identify three different factors, depicted in the visual you see here, that are 

important to consider when determining the relative complexity of a text. They place ultimate 

decisions about text complexity in the hands of teachers, who must use what they know about 

their students and contexts in choosing texts.  

Perhaps the most variable factors are readers and task considerations. What background 

knowledge do your students have and need before encountering a text like Toni Morrison’s 

Beloved? What is the reading task: are students reading alone, in literature circles, or with your 

support during class? Considerations like these form the foundations of your decisions about 

what texts to include in your curriculum. 

You also need to consider the qualitative features of texts. Some texts, like Elie Wiesel’s Night, 

are leveled for 8
th

 or 9
th

 grade according to quantitative measures; however, the content of this 

text, which vividly and poetically describes the experiences of a teen during the Holocaust, might 

not be appropriate for some 9
th

 grade classes. The structure and language of this text, which 

includes many metaphors and poetic prose, might also prove difficult for younger students. 

Finally, the CCSS mention quantitative measures, like the Fry readability formula or lexile 

scores and levels. You might already use these in your classroom. Measures like these rely on 

algorithms that count syllables and letters in words and words in sentences to determine the 

relative complexity of a text. Many online tools exist for leveling texts using these algorithms. 

The CCSS are sure to emphasize that quantitative measures are most powerful when used 

alongside qualitative and reader and task assessments of a text. 

The CCSS urge teachers to consider all three of these factors when choosing texts for students. 

In addition the three factors, the CCSS note the importance of integrating many types of texts in 

the classroom and increasing the complexity of these texts over time. They specifically mention 

novels, short stories, poetry, drama, and non-fiction texts; however, many of these texts can be 

found in multiple modes and media environments, such as film, photography, and music.  

To learn more about text complexity and to view some examples, visit the other pages of this 

website, which address: 

• Identifying the qualities of texts that contribute to text complexity 

• Assessing a text quantitatively using various readability measures 

• Considering specific readers and their background knowledge in the construction of units 

of study 

• Integrating complex digital media texts into units of study 

You can go in any order using the navigation bar above, or use the “previous” and “next” links at 

the bottom of the page.  

 


